
 
4.30pm 
Black Politics and Unfinished Business 
Sarah Maddison, Andrew Gunstone, Paul Briggs, and Henry 
Atkinson share their diverse political opinions and personal 
aspirations as a new era for Aboriginal leadership looms, 
with formal discussions now underway about the formation 
of a new national body to replace ATSIC.  
Sponsored by Oxfam 
 
6.30pm  
Untitled, Portraits of Australian Artists  
 Sonia Payes takes us on a journey through the lives, works 
and unique studios of Australia’s significant artists as she 
showcases her magnificent book. 
 
7.30pm 
Seven Sisters of the Pleiades 
Munya Andrews brings the festival to a lyrical close with a 
unique audio visual presentation of the mythology, wisdom 
and science of this mysterious constellation and the  
commonality of our human origins. Sponsored by Eltham 
College of Education 
 
Catholic Ladies College will  exhibit  their work  with  the 
Anangu people of the Pitjantjatjara Lands 

 
Books on Indigenous issues will be on sale and authors will 

sign books at the end of each session. 
Prepaid Bookings Essential: 9439 8700 

ELTHAM bookshop@bigpond.com  
 

 
                                            
                       
 

                  
 

AUSTRALIAN  
INDIGENOUS STUDIES  

SCHOOL OF CULTURE AND  
COMMUNICATION 

 
 
 
 
Venue: Eltham Community Reception Centre,  
  Main Road, Eltham 3095 
Cost : $5  per session  $20  for Saturday, 30th May or 
$30  for the festival. Lunch is $10. Book ahead, please 
 
 

Chair of the  festival Philip John Morrissey, Academic  
Coordinator, Australia Indigenous Studies,  Faculty of Arts,  
University of Melbourne. 
 
Friday 29th May 
6.30pm 
Welcome: Jan Aitken, President,  Nillumbik Reconciliation 
Group, will speak on Celebrating Reconciliation Week 
Opening address: Bo Bendtsen,  Mayor, Shire of Nillumbik 
Painting The Song 
Susan and Emily McCulloch present an illustrated historical  
and cultural perspective of the art of some twenty land-based 
regions, as well as outlining developments in urban  
areas. Their talk will be based on four recently published books 
that are exciting and informative. 
 
8.00pm 
The Dreaming 
Robert Manne reveals the extraordinary scholarship, humanity 
and vision of W.E.H. Stanner, one of Australia’s finest  
essayists and  anthropologists, as well as discussing  
the history of Australian race relations. Sponsored by  
 Amnesty International Victorian Indigenous Human Rights 
Awareness Group  
 
 

 

 

 

The Past Matters 
   culture, history, family, memory, reconciliation….               

    May 29-30, 2009 

Saturday 30th May 
10.00am 
Welcome: Meera Govil, ELTHAMbookshop 
Opening address: Elizabeth Savage Kooroonya, resident of 
Panton Hill.  The Past Matters-Does It? 
 From the Chair:  An Appreciation of Difference- Philip 
John Morrissey, University of Melbourne 
Back on the Block 
Bill Simon and Jo Tuscano tell the truth about life in one of 
Australia’s most terrible juvenile institutions, where  
thousands of boys were warehoused and abused. Their hope 
is to help other members of the Stolen Generations find a 
voice and their place.  
 
12.00pm  Lunch  & Screening of Maralinga, written by  
Yalata and Oak Valley Communities with Christobel 
Mattingley 
 
12.45pm 
Black Writers, White Editors  
When white people act as textual midwives for Aboriginal 
women writers, what happens to the baby? Jennifer Jones 
examines the nature of the cross-cultural collaborations  
between three foundational Indigenous women writers, 
Oodgeroo Noonuccal, Margaret Tucker and Monica Clare 
and their white editors.  
2.15pm 
An Appreciation of Difference 
 Melinda Hinkson, Jeremy Beckett, Jon Altman and Alberto 
Fulman  provide an historical and analytical context for  
anthropologist W.E. H.  Stanner’s insights into land and 
 religion. This panel discussion will also demonstrate the  
continuing relevance of his writings in the contested field of 
Aboriginal affairs. Sponsored by Diamond Valley Oxfam 

 
 
 

  
���
 



Melinda Hinkson, lecturer in social anthropology and visual 
culture research at the Australian National University, has 
worked with Aboriginal people in central and north Australia. 
Her research interests include Aboriginal media, the visual 
expression of identity, and intercultural relations in  
contemporary Australia. 
 
 Jennifer Jones, is a Post Doctoral Fellow at the Australian 
Centre, School of Historical Studies,  University of 
Melbourne. She has worked as a Learning Skills Adviser for 
indigenous students at Charles Sturt University.  
 
Sarah Maddison, Senior Associate Dean, School of Social 
Sciences and International Studies, University of New South 
Wales, specialises in Australian social movements, including  
the Indigenous rights movement and  Australian politics. 
Sarah is  co-authoring a new textbook for students of Austra-
lian public policy. Her books include Silencing Dissent and 
Activist Wisdom. 
 
Susan McCulloch and Emily McCulloch-Childs  are mother 
and daughter, publishers, art critics, curators and  
writers who base their research and work on their passion for 
indigenous culture as evidenced in their books which include 
McCulloch's Encyclopedia of Australian Art ,  The Heart of  
Everything: the art and artists of Mornington & Bentinck Isands, 
McCulloch's Contemporary Aboriginal Art: the complete 
guide and Painting the Song: Kaltjiti, artists of the sand dune 
country   
 
Sonia Payes is an internationally renowned Melbourne-based 
photographic artist. She has won numerous prestigious  
 awards and her works have been included in a number of im-
portant curated exhibitions and photographic surveys. Sonia’s 
works have been profiled in books and magazines, and in-
cluded in collections in Australia and overseas, including the 
National Gallery of Victoria, Museum and Art Gallery of the 
Northern Territory, and Monash Gallery of Art.  
 
Bill Simon is a pastor who works on The Block in Sydney’s 
Redfern, assisting Aboriginal people and particularly fellow 
members of the Stolen Generations. Des Montgomerie has 
worked with Indigenous outback communities and has also 
recorded many interviews with members of the Stolen Genera-
tions. Jo Tuscano has worked in education and multicultural 
community programs for many years and has an MA in  
Creative Writing. 
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Jon Altman, an economic anthropologist currently holds 
an ARC Australian Professorial Fellowship. He is director 
of the Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research at 
the Australian National University. His books include  
Coercive Reconciliation: Stabilise, Normalise and Exit  
Aboriginal Australia 
 
Munya Andrews is an academic, lawyer, anthropologist 
and an amateur astronomer with a passion for the stars. 
As a child growing up in the Kimberley her adoptive 
grandmother,Canice Cox Ishiguchi, told her many  
inspiring Dreamtime stories of the stars.   
 
Henry Atkinson is an Elder of the Wolithiga people and 
spokesperson for the Elders Council of the Yorta Yorta 
Nation. He is a Lecturer and Consultant at the Faculty of 
Education at Monash University and has been inspira-
tional in the setting up of a new compulsory course for all 
student teachers on Indigenous Education. Henry advises 
in many areas including the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Advisory Committee of Museum Victoria and the Murray 
Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations 
 
Jeremy Beckett, an  anthropologist, works among Abo-
rigines in far-west New South Wales and  with Torres 
Strait Islanders. His  publications include Torres Strait 
Islanders: Custom and Colonialism and Past and Present: 
The Construction of Aboriginality 
 
Alberto Furlan , has lived and worked in Wadeye,  
Northern Territory undertaking research on traditional and 
popular Aboriginal music. He is currently a Native Title 
Research Officer in Alice Springs.  
  
Andrew Gunstone is a Senior Lecturer in the Centre for 
Australian Indigenous Studies at Monash University. His 
main research interests are in the politics of reconciliation 
and the contemporary and historical  
political relationships between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous peoples in Australia. He is the author of  Un-
finished Business: The Australian Formal Reconciliation 
Process. He is also the Founder and Editor of the  Journal 
of Australian Indigenous Issues. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

An exploration of contemporary  
Indigenous writing, art and literature.  

Bringing together some of our brightest 
thinkers and writers, this festival seeks to 
generate discussions on Indigenous affairs 

- whether they be artistic, political,  
historical or personal. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

970 Main Road, Eltham 3095 
Bookings: 9439 8700 

ELTHAM bookshop@bigpond.com 
 
 
 

 
AUSTRALIAN 

 INDIGENOUS STUDIES  
SCHOOL OF CULTURE 

AND COMMUNICATION 
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